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The Canterbury West Coast Air Rescue Trust (CWCART), a registered charity, has been in operation for over 
35 years. The Trust works closely with GCH Aviation, the service operator for 40 years, to provide funding 
to help support operating costs. While the Trust raises significant funds to support the delivery of the 
service, it also fills other critical roles. Above all, the Trust is dedicated to improving patient outcomes. 
Representing the communities we serve, the board and Trust work with GCH Aviation to raise the bar and 
provide the best service possible. We strive to be a world leading service as we know how important the 
role of the rescue helicopter is in New Zealand; it can be the difference between life and death.

number of other improvements 
for our patients, including the 
roll out of Instrument Flight 
Rules (IFR). Without the support 
from our community, we 
would not be able to take these 
huge steps forward with GCH 
Aviation. Find out more about 
the impact of this funding, and 
plans for 2025, in this report. 

Our principal sponsors also play 
a critical role in supporting the 
rescue helicopters, Westpac 
in the Canterbury region and 
ROA Mining across the West 
Coast. Together, with Air Rescue 
and Community Services they 
provide essential funding that 
contributes to keeping these 
services going. However, even 
with their generous support, we 
rely heavily on the goodwill and 
generosity of our community.

Every donation to the 
Canterbury West Coast Air 
Rescue Trust is an investment 
in saving lives. For people 
in urgent need, the rescue 
helicopters are often the 
difference between life and 

death, especially when every 
second counts.

Each mission flown is a 
testament to the power of 
generosity.  

In the remote and rugged 
regions we serve, access to life-
saving care would be impossible 
without this service. From 
critically injured accident victims 
to patients requiring emergency 
medical transfers, your support 
ensures help is always available, 
no matter the challenge or 
terrain.

Together, we can save lives and 
provide hope to those who need 
it most. On behalf of every life 
touched by your generosity, 
thank you for making such a 
profound difference.

A message 
from our CEO

In taking a moment to reflect, 
upgrades over recent years 
have included the introduction 
and upgrades of Night Vision 
Goggles (NVGs). Now, with over 
30% of missions after nightfall, 
it seems unimaginable that 
in years gone by we simply 
couldn’t respond to many 
nighttime emergencies. We 
have moved from a single 
engine squirrel on the West 
Coast to a BK117, and provided 
advanced clinical training 
and equipment such as life 
monitors, ultrasound and 
mechanical CPR.

The last 12 months have been 
unprecedented, with the most 
significant planning period 
for the service in the last 30 
plus years, and we have some 
very exciting changes on 
the horizon. We are mid-way 
through MISSION 2026 which 
is a complete upgrade of all 
the rescue helicopters from 
BK117s to H145s. This is the 
biggest upgrade we have ever 
undertaken and will lead to a 

Christine Prince 
Chief Executive Officer
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2024 in Review

Total Missions	

1151 386
West Coast Missions

765
Canterbury Missions

196
Night Vision Goggle 

Missions - Total

(17%)

103
Winch Missions - 

Total

(9%)

61
Night Vision Goggle 

Missions - West Coast

(18%)

22
Winch Missions - 

West Coast

(7%)

135
Night Vision Goggle 

Missions - Canterbury

(20%)

81
Winch Missions - 

Canterbury

(12%)
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As our rural population ages and the healthcare 
system moves towards a ‘hub and spoke’ model 
of centralised specialist services, the demand for 
the rescue helicopter service has increased.

Using the New Zealand Treasury’s Better Business 
Case Framework we identified four critical areas 
of need, or pillars, that are proven to make 
a significant difference in improving patient 
outcomes and enhancing the rescue helicopter 
service for Canterbury and the West Coast:

1.	 HELICOPTER FLEET UPGRADE

2.	 FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF INSTRUMENT 
FLIGHT RULES (IFR)

3.	 HIGHLY ADVANCED MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
IN EACH HELICOPTER

4.	 WORLD-CLASS TRAINING FOR CREW AND 
PILOTS

Together, these pillars form the foundation of our 
MISSION 2026 campaign.

In April 2024 we launched the MISSION 2026 
campaign with an ambitious goal, to raise an 

additional $1.4 million by the end of 2026. This 
additional funding will support GCH Aviation, the 
service operator, to meet the financial demands 
of these essential pillars. Collectively, these 
enhancements will substantially improve patient 
outcomes and increase the rescue helicopters’ 
response capability by 20-30%. This ensures we 
are better prepared to meet the growing and 
changing needs of our communities.

Since our launch in April, we’ve made significant 
progress towards our goal and have allocated 
over $800,000 to MISSION 2026. 

We are very grateful to the Urquhart Family 
Trust who donated $500,000 to MISSION 2026 
alongside their donation to a specific Instrument 
Flight Rules project to train the rescue pilots. 

The support of the community has been 
outstanding, and we are anticipating further 
donations from businesses, individuals, and 
community-driven initiatives throughout 2025. 
We would like to extend our thanks to our 
generous 2024 donors: Adamson & Holland, 
ANZCO Foods Limited, Ashburton Menzshed, C. 
Tubb, Lions Club of Hinds & Districts Inc, Lions 

The Launch of 
MISSION 2026

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE:
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Club of Mayfield & Districts, Logic Wireless Ltd, 
M. Shewan, Mayfield Central Presbyterian Trust, 
St Vianney’s Timaru Trust, Tait Communications, 
Lodge Aorangi Timaru No 196.

The fleet upgrade is progressing smoothly, with 
the first of the H145 helicopters set to arrive in 
August via air freight. This will be followed closely 
by the second machine in October 2025 and 
the final addition in January 2026. Two of these 
helicopters will be based in Christchurch and one 
on the West Coast.

Our Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) rollout and 
training have also advanced well. Following the 
successful launch of a new helipad in Cheviot, 
we’re looking to replicate this in Fairlie, Methven, 

Geraldine and Hanmer Springs. To accelerate 
pilot training, the Trust are supporting GCH 
Aviation with the purchase of a highly advanced 
flight and navigations procedures simulator 
to enhance the pilots’ IFR and operational 
capabilities. This will make a huge difference, 
allowing pilots to replicate real-world conditions  
in a cost-effective and sustainable way.

Medical equipment purchases/upgrades have 
also been a priority. Thanks to a generous grant 
from Air Rescue & Community Services, we’ve 
recently added three Hamilton-T1 Ventilators to 
our fleet: two for the Christchurch-based Westpac 
Rescue Helicopters and one for the West Coast 
ROA Mining Rescue Helicopter.

DONATIONS OF ANY SIZE ARE ALWAYS WELCOMED: AIRRESCUE.CO.NZ/MISSION2026

Our plan for 2025 is underway 
with a target of $600K

WHILE WE STILL HAVE SOME GROUND TO COVER, WE REMAIN CONFIDENT THAT 
WE’LL REACH OUR TARGET BY THE END OF 2026 AS PLANNED. 
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Instrument 
Flight Rules 
(IFR)

ENHANCING FLIGHT CAPABILITIES: 

Speed and access are critical to saving lives. 
When patients receive specialist medical care 
within the golden hour, the first hour after 
injury or illness onset, their chances of a full 
recovery can increase by up to 80%. Achieving 
this requires aeromedical helicopters that can 
operate in all conditions, ensuring timely delivery 
of lifesaving care.

Currently, two of our three rescue helicopters 
operate under Visual Flight Rules (VFR), where 
navigation relies on visual cues and the natural 
horizon. However, in low-lying cloud or adverse 
weather conditions, flights can be delayed or 
grounded, compromising the ability to retrieve 
and transport patients.

To overcome this, we are supporting the 
service operator, GCH Aviation, to implement 
Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) across the fleet. IFR 
enables helicopters to navigate using aircraft 
instrumentation alone, without needing external 
visual references. This transformative capability 
ensures our regional rescue service can operate 
safely and reliably in a broader range of weather 
conditions.

Why IFR is Critical
Studies around the world show that around 
20‑30% of flights could be impacted and unable 
to fly because the weather either at the air base 
or destination is out of the range for visual flight. 
Implementing IFR addresses these challenges 
and allows our rescue crews to operate when 
patients need them most.

Steps to Implement IFR
IFR implementation involves several key stages:

• Meeting regulatory requirements, including
operator, aircraft, and pilot certification.

• Purchasing certified IFR-capable aircraft.
• Securing approval for IFR routes.
• Building and activating IFR helipads.
• Completing comprehensive pilot training and

maintaining pilot currency.

IFR Route Rollout
IFR routes enable navigation between the 
helicopter base and IFR enabled helipads, they 
are essentially highways in the sky. Aircraft are 
required to fly at minimum safe altitudes of 1000 
ft above non-mountainous terrain or 2000 ft 
above mountainous terrain. In collaboration with 
GCH Aviation and through the generous support 
of our community, IFR is now fully operational in 
Canterbury, allowing IFR flights between:

• Christchurch, Kaikoura, Timaru, Ashburton,
and Twizel.

Plans are also underway to extend IFR capability 
to Hanmer Springs, Geraldine, Fairlie, Methven 
and the West Coast in the near future. 

INSTRUMENT FLIGHT RULES (IFR)08 |   





Pilot Training and 
Qualification
Helicopter rescue pilots must meet rigorous IFR 
training and qualification standards, including:

•	 INITIAL IFR TRAINING:
40 hours of IFR flight time, including
	- 10 hours of IFR operations with at 		

least 10 take‑offs and landings.
•	 TOTAL FLIGHT HOURS:

750 total flight hours, including:
	- 150 hours of cross-country flight time 

(50 hours under IFR).
	- 50 hours of actual or simulated 

instrument time.
	- 25 hours of night flight time.

•	 EXAMINATIONS: 
Credits in IFR Navigation Aids, Law, and 		
Navigation.

This year, the Trust has supported GCH Aviation 
with the costs of this advanced training, 
including travel to Dunedin for sessions on a 
Level D simulator, the gold standard for IFR flight 
training.

To maintain IFR currency, pilots must also 
complete a minimum of three IFR flight hours 
every three months.

The Impact
By introducing and fully rolling out IFR capability, 
we are overcoming weather-related barriers 
and ensuring the rescue helicopters can operate 
when they are needed most. This initiative 
represents a significant advancement in our 
mission for better patient care and outcomes.

Together, with the support of our community 
and partners, we are building a safer, more 
reliable rescue service - one that ensures every 
patient has the best chance of survival.

INSTRUMENT FLIGHT RULES (IFR)10 |   



BUILDING PUBLIC TRUST:

Most Trusted Brand Award
In May, the Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter was honoured as 
the MOST TRUSTED CHARITY 
for the second time, having 
first received this accolade in 
2018. Additionally, we were 
ranked as the third most 
trusted brand overall in the 
2024 Reader’s Digest survey.

The Reader’s Digest Annual 
Trusted Brands Awards 
highlights the brands New 
Zealanders trust the most. 
Celebrating its 25th year in 
2024, the survey gathered 
insights from 1,800 customers.

Four of New Zealand’s rescue 
helicopter trusts proudly 
operate under the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter brand: the 
Auckland Rescue Helicopter 
Trust, Waikato Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter, Life 
Flight (Wellington), and the 
Canterbury West Coast Air 
Rescue Trust.

This award reflects the deep 
confidence and unwavering 
support of the New Zealand 
public for our life-saving 
services, our principal sponsor 
Westpac, and the exceptional 

crews who dedicate 
themselves to rescue missions 
every day.

Thank you to all who voted for 
us and continue to support us.

“They bring hospital 
closer for those who 
need it. Awesome 
charity that gives so 
much to NZ.” 

READER’S DIGEST SURVEY 
RESULTS
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Across our region, individuals and groups have come together in remarkable ways to support our mission, 
proving that small actions can lead to extraordinary impact. From bake sales and charity runs to quiz nights 
and workplace challenges, these community-led events embody the spirit of generosity and innovation 
that fuels our work.

These initiatives are more than just fundraisers, they are a testament to the strength of our community 
and its commitment to helping others. Every dollar raised and every event hosted directly contributes to 
enhancing our services, enabling the rescue helicopters to save lives and support those in need. Here is 
just a small selection:

A Spotlight on Events
OUR COMMUNITY IN ACTION:

In August, Westpac hosted their annual Chopper 
Gala and Charity Auction at the Christchurch 
Town Hall, and it was a sold-out success! Guests 
enjoyed a stunning sunrise-to-sunset-themed 
venue and were greeted with a special kapa haka 
performance by He Tīwai Mātauranga Heaton 
Normal Intermediate School, followed by a warm 
welcome from Westpac Chair, Pip Greenwood.

Miriama Kamo, a strong advocate for the service, 
steered us magnificently through the evening 
combining excellent entertainment with delicious 
food and wines. Thank you to sponsor ANZCO 
Foods for their support with the exceptional meat 
provided; New World for the lovely selection of 
New Zealand wines and all of our sponsors and 
guests who contributed in so many ways.

Westpac Gala Dinner & Auction: 28 August

Together, we raised over $160,000.  
We were privileged to have amazing auction 
items from our supporters, such as the GCH 
Aviation private jet trip to Queenstown. Our 
rescue pilots and paramedics also helped to 
support the evening sharing their experiences 
with guests and talking about the work that they 
do each day. Brendan Daly and his wife Liz took 
to the stage with Intensive Care Paramedic Steve 
Pudney, to tell us about his life saving experience 
with the Westpac Rescue Helicopter.

The evening was filled with generosity, 
community spirit, and a shared commitment to 
making a difference. Thank you to everyone who 
supported this special event!

SPOTLIGHT ON EVENTS  12 |   



Our incredible supporters at the Rapid Relief 
Team (RRT) hosted an event alongside the 
Greymouth Christmas Parade. Highlights 
included a helicopter fly-in and operational 
winch demonstration, captivating the crowd and 
showcasing the expertise of the ROA Mining 
Helicopter crew. The team was thrilled to play 
such a prominent role, sharing their vital work 
with the community.

Thanks to the generosity of the West Coast 
community and the dedication of RRT, an 
outstanding $21,000 was raised! These funds 
will support the purchase of specialised medical 

equipment for the West Coast crew. A sincere 
thank you to the West Coast community for 
your unwavering support and to RRT for your 
continued commitment to our mission. 

ROA Mining Fundraising Event by Rapid Relief Team:  
7 December

In August, we set an exciting challenge to walk, 
run, cycle, or ski a chosen distance in exchange 
for sponsorship. The goal? To get active, boost 
mental wellbeing, and raise funds to support the 
training and equipment needed for our three 
regional rescue helicopters.

A huge thank you to all our incredible supporters 
who participated! Thanks to your enthusiasm 
and dedication, we raised over $45,000.

We were thrilled to see participants from across 
the region lace up their running and walking 
shoes, hitting the pool, riding their bikes, and 
diving into the challenge. The distances covered 
were truly inspiring, and it was fantastic to see 
everyone sharing their journeys online.

Moving for a Mission:  
The Back to Base Challenge

The 2024 Garden Fete was a resounding success, 
bringing together locals and visitors for a day 
of fun, connection, and fundraising in aid of a 
life-saving cause. Held in the stunning setting of 
Sue and Ted Rollinson’s homestead and botanic 
gardens in Dorie, Rakaia, the event featured over 
100 market stalls, delicious food vendors and live 
entertainment.

The fete attracted families and visitors from across 
the region and together we raised an incredible 
$23,000, with 100% of proceeds supporting the 
Canterbury West Coast Air Rescue Trust. 

A special acknowledgment goes to Ted and Sue 
Rollinson for their longstanding generosity and 
dedication to the Trust’s mission.

Rakaia Garden Fete:  
21 November



Harnessing  
the Power of 
Community 





In September, despite the challenging weather, 
the Cheviot community and the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter team gathered to celebrate 
the official launch of the town’s new helipad. 
This significant project, driven by the Cheviot 
Lions Club and supported by the collective 
goodwill of local residents and businesses, 
marks a major step forward in providing 
faster, safer emergency care for the region.

Chief Fire Officer, Chris Hill, and Cheviot Lions 
helipad fundraising committee chair, Giles 
Pinfold, spoke passionately about the power 
of community collaboration in bringing this 
project to life. Special thanks were extended 
to Air Rescue and Community Services (ARCS) 
and Kerry Varcoe of ADB Safegate for their 
invaluable contributions to funding and 
installing the helipad’s automated lighting 
system, a key feature that will enhance 
nighttime and low-visibility operations, 
increasing accessibility and safety.

The Cheviot helipad is part of the MISSION 2026 

Instrument Flight Rules initiative, a broader plan 
to improve emergency response capabilities 
across the region. Additional locations being 
considered for new or upgraded helipads include 
Hanmer Springs, Fairlie, Geraldine, and Methven.

This achievement is a powerful reminder 
of what can be accomplished through 
community, innovation, and dedication. 
Together, we’re building a safer future 
for those who need it most.

Cheviot Helipad 
Launch in September

A LIFESAVING MILESTONE:
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How your Impact Can 
Last Beyond a Lifetime

TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH LEGACY GIVING:

Every rescue mission begins 
with a call for help. Whether it’s 
a critically ill patient needing 
urgent transport or someone 
stranded in a remote location, 
the rescue helicopters take to 
the skies with a singular goal: 
saving lives. These missions 
are made possible thanks to 
the generosity and foresight of 
people who believe in making a 
lasting difference.

Among the many stories of 
generosity that shape the 
service, legacy gifts hold a 
special place. These heartfelt 
contributions, made through 
gifts in wills, form the 
foundation of our ability to 
respond to emergencies and be 
innovators in world class clinical 
care. They represent a powerful 
connection between generations 
- honouring the values of those 
who came before while ensuring 
future generations have access 
to help when it’s needed most.

Legacy gifts go far beyond 
funding equipment, training, or 
operations; they create a ripple 
effect of hope and security. 

Thanks to these extraordinary 
contributions, we’ve been able 
to invest in cutting-edge medical 
technology, enhance the skills 
of our highly trained crews, 
and ensure they are ready to 
respond to every call - any time, 
in most conditions.

For the families who have 
shared their stories with 
us, leaving a legacy gift is 
often deeply personal. It’s a 
way to pay forward the care 
and compassion they have 
experienced or witnessed. It 
ensures the work continues 
for their loved ones, their 
neighbours, and their 
community.

If you’ve ever wondered about 
the impact one life can have, 
look no further than the legacies 
left by those who believe in our 
mission. Together, we carry their 
vision forward, touching lives 
and completing vital missions 
every day.

To those who have already 
included us in their wills, we 
extend our heartfelt gratitude. 

SUPPORTER, CANTERBURY

“I have chosen to leave a gift in my will because I know first hand 
the peace and safety these helicopters bring in life’s darkest hours. 
Knowing that my legacy will help others when I am gone is deeply 
comforting. It’s my way of saying ‘thank you’ and ensuring this 
incredible service continues for generations to come.”

Create Your Legacy
Creating your will is one of 
the most meaningful ways to 
protect your loved ones and 
ensure your wishes are carried 
out. With our free online will 
service, it’s easier than ever to 
get started. In just a few simple 
steps, you can create a legally 
valid will from the comfort of 
your home, at no cost. Visit 
www.airrescue.co.nz/support-
us/leave-a-legacy to begin.

If you already have a will in 
place and would like to include 
the Trust as a beneficiary, your 
legal advisor can make the small 
amendment. We can provide 
suggested wording for your 
bequest clause, or you can refer 
them directly to our website. We 
also have a printed brochure 
available upon request, just call 
us on 03 358 8244, and we will 
happily send one to you.

Together, we can ensure the 
lifesaving legacy of our rescue 
missions endures for 
generations.



Every mission undertaken by 
the Rescue Helicopter service 
depends on a skilled and 
highly trained crew. Whether 
responding to a medical 
emergency in a remote area, 
a motor vehicle accident, or a 
search-and-rescue operation, 
the crew’s ability to act swiftly 
and decisively can make the 
difference between life and 
death. Behind each successful 
mission lies a rigorous 
commitment to training - a 
cornerstone of operational 
excellence that ensures the 
crew remain prepared for any 
situation.

Ongoing training is essential to 
maintain the crew’s competence 
and confidence when they are 

Advanced Crew Training
ENHANCING SKILLS TO SAVE LIVES:

called out. By giving access to 
higher levels of training, along 
with the best equipment, we 
give patients the highest chance 
of positive outcomes.

Continuous 
Improvement 
in High-Stakes 
Situations
The environments in which our 
rescue crews operate are often 
unpredictable and unforgiving. 
From steep alpine terrain to 
turbulent ocean rescues, the 
scenarios demand more than 
just technical expertise. Crews 
must demonstrate seamless 
teamwork, adaptability, and 
sound decision-making under 
immense pressure.

To maintain this peak 
performance standard, our 
crews participate in regular 

training exercises that simulate 
real-life emergencies. 

This year, the crew have 
taken part in a number of 
training exercises and learning 
opportunities, all supported by 
the Trust:

1.	BUSH & AVALANCHE 
TRAINING: A comprehensive 
two-day training event that 
equipped the crew with vital 
survival and rescue skills. 

	 Day 1 was held at Flock 
Hill Station; the focus was 
on bush survival and river 
awareness. The crew learned 
to build shelters, light fires, 
and craft stretchers and 
crutches using just rope. 
Day 2 took  the crews to 
Mt Cheeseman and shifted 
the focus to avalanche 
terrain. Participants practiced 
using crampons for safe area 
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crossings, self-arresting with 
an ice axe in case of falls, 
constructing snow shelters, 
and locating avalanche 
victims with transceivers.

2.	WATER WINCHING: This is a 
critical exercise that practices 
the deployment and retrieval 
of personnel and equipment 
using a winch system in open 
water. Ensuring precision, 
safety, and coordination, 
this training enables crews 
to respond effectively to 
emergencies such as floods, 
watercraft accidents, or 
stranded individuals. It is 
an essential skill for rescue 
teams operating in diverse 
and unpredictable conditions.

3.	2024 AEROMEDICAL 
CONFERENCE: This 
prestigious global event, 
hosted in Christchurch, unites 
professionals and experts 

from around the world 
to exchange knowledge, 
explore innovation, and foster 
valuable connections. The 
Trust was proud to sponsor 
20 delegates, enabling them 
to attend, gain insights, 
and bring back expertise to 
enhance our regional service.

4.	AIRWAY TRAINING: 
Working with the ICU staff 
at Christchurch Hospital, 
the paramedics upskilled 
in managing and securing 
patients’ airways in critical 
situations. This training 
focuses on techniques such 
as intubation, ventilation, and 
the use of advanced airway 
devices, to ensure patients 
can breathe effectively.  
Mastery of airway 
management is essential for 
providing high‑quality care in 
the field.

A Lifeline for the 
Community
Investing in training is an 
investment in the safety of our 
community. The skills honed 
through these programmes 
directly contribute to the 
success of every mission, with 
outcomes that resonate far 
beyond the immediate rescue. 
Families are reunited, lives are 
saved, and communities are 
strengthened, all thanks to the 
dedication and expertise of the 
crew.
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Rest quarters for the air rescue crews are 
essential for maintaining peak performance 
during demanding operations and long shifts. 
These dedicated spaces allow crew members to 
recover physically and mentally between missions, 
ensuring they remain alert and focused. Adequate 
rest improves decision-making, reaction times, 
and overall safety, especially during extended 
or high-stress emergencies, and is a vital part of 
ensuring the safety of crews and patients. 

The Trust and the service operator, GCH Aviation, 
have worked with Mitre 10 Mega, Greymouth, to 
build some fabulous facilities in Greymouth that 
allow the crew to remain on base overnight as 
required. We are incredibly grateful for their help 
and support.

Thank You 
Mitre 10 
MEGA 
Greymouth

REST AND RESILIENCE:
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Thank you to Air Rescue & Community Services.

At the Canterbury and West Coast Air Rescue Trust, we 
know that every second counts. The ability to save lives 
depends not only on the skill of the paramedics but also 
on having the most advanced medical equipment at 
hand. Technology is the bridge between possibility and 
reality - helping patients receive the very best care when 
they need it most.

This year, thanks to the generous support of our donors, 
we’ve been able to invest in state-of-the-art equipment 
that makes a real difference:

•	 3 X HAMILTON-T1 TRANSPORT VENTILATORS: This 
is a fully featured Intensive Care Unit ventilator that 
provides critical breathing support in life-threatening 
emergencies, ensuring patients arrive stable and safe 
at the hospital.

•	 4 X LUMIFY ULTRASOUND DEVICES: Small portable 
and lightweight devices that enable the crew to 
assess and treat injuries quickly, even while en route, 
improving patient outcomes.

•	 1 X CORPULS 3T MONITOR/DEFIBRILLATOR: Modular 
in design, this piece of equipment  allows real-time 
assessment of a patient’s condition during every 
mission whilst delivering shocks from a safe distance.

These vital tools mean the crew can perform at their 
very best, delivering world-class care when it matters 
most. With your continued support, we can ensure our 
services remain equipped to meet the challenges of today 
and tomorrow. Together, we can save lives and change 
outcomes.

Saving Lives 
with Cutting-
Edge Clinical 
Equipment

THE POWER OF TECHNOLOGY: 

SAVING LIVES WITH CUTTING-EDGE CLINICAL EQUIPMENT     | 21



This year, our extraordinary crew had the 
privilege of sharing their life-saving work 
with audiences across New Zealand through 
two captivating television programmes: First 
Responders and Mt Hutt Rescue. These series 
offer a rare, behind-the-scenes look at the 
dedication, expertise, and teamwork that fuel 
every mission, while shining a spotlight on the 
vital role our service plays in the community and 
the wider first response landscape.

FIRST RESPONDERS takes viewers into the 
fast‑paced, high-stakes world of emergency 
services, where every second counts. The 
programme follows our skilled pilots and 
paramedics as they respond to critical 
incidents ranging from medical emergencies 
in remote locations to serious accidents 
requiring immediate intervention. Each episode 
captures the precise coordination and expert 
decision‑making that define the service’s 
operations, while sharing the powerful human 
stories behind every rescue.

In contrast, MT HUTT RESCUE focuses on the 
unique challenges of operating in one of New 
Zealand’s most rugged and unpredictable 
environments. Crews navigate the changeable 

weather to reach patients injured in skiing and 
snowboarding accidents in the mountains, as well 
as those who have become seriously unwell while 
out enjoying the snow.  

We are immensely proud of the crew for opening 
up about their experiences and showcasing the 
impact of their work to a nationwide audience. 
These programmes have not only increased 
awareness of the critical challenges they 
encounter but also underscored the importance 
of the support we receive from our community.

In September we had the pleasure of welcoming 
SEVEN SHARP into the hangar, virtually at least. 
Pilot Brent Fredericksen chatted to Hayden and 
Wendy about the new H145 helicopters joining 
the fleet in 2025. He explained the benefits they 
will bring to the service, including the ability to 
fly in less favourable weather conditions. If you 
didn’t catch it at the time you can still watch it on 
demand. You’ll find a link in the news stories on 
our website. 

To everyone who has tuned in, donated, or 
shared our story, thank you. Your generosity 
keeps our crews in the air and ready to respond 
when it matters most.

First Responders 
and Mt Hutt Rescue

TV COVERAGE, SHARING STORIES THAT MATTER: 
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Grateful thanks

Community Groups
Air Rescue and Community Services

Akaroa Golf Club

Altrusa Club of Ashburton Inc

A&J Hurst

Anthony Wilding Retirement Village

Aorangi Women’s institute

Archie Maryville Courts Village

Around Brunner

Ashburton A & P Association

Ashburton Car Club

Ashburton Central Friendship Club

Ashburton Safer Community Council

Ashley Friendship Group

Avon Tramping Club

Avonhead Friendship Club

Bishopdale Tramping Club

Bruce Bay Hall Committee

Buller Union Parish

Canterbury Automobilist Group (formerly Avid Car 
Caffe)

Canterbury Hang Gliding & Paragliding Club

Canterbury Mountain Bike Club

Christchurch Casino Ltd

Christchurch Offroad Motorcycle Club

Club Redcliffs

Coast Education Trust

Cusack Charitable Trust

Danny and Wendy L Smith

Darfield Young Farmers

Davidson Commercial Trust

Eeny Meeny Trust

Farmlands Co-Operative

Fletcher Living Canterbury Step Challenge

Freemasons New Zealand

Greymouth District Uniting Parish

Greymouth Motorcycle Street Race Inc

Haldon Arm Reserve Trust

Hallmark Surgical Ltd

Hanmer Holiday Dog Agility Show

Hanmer Springs Winter Darts 2024

Hard Antlers Social Club

Hoki Hikers

Inner Wheel Ashburton

Jetboating New Zealand Canterbury Branch

Jones Foundation

Kaiapoi Adult Riding Group

Kaiapoi Combined Probus

Kaiapoi Walking Group

Kia Toa Bowling Club

Kokatahi-Kowhitirangi Womens Institute

Lady Wigram Retirement Village

Lake Alexandrina Outlet Hutholders Society

Le Bons Bay Bachowners Assoc.

Lincoln High School

Lindsay Foundation

Lions Club of Amuri

We are incredibly grateful to the many community groups, organisations and Trusts which choose to 
support the Rescue Helicopter service through their fundraising efforts. Your contributions to the service are 
invaluable in ensuring that we have ongoing support and funding to save more lives.

We also extend our thanks to individual members of our community and those who generously left us a gift 
in their will, one of the most impactful ways of supporting the Trust.
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GRATEFUL THANKS  

Lions Club of Ashburton Pakeke

Lions Club of Christchurch South

Lions Club of Fairlie

Lions Club of Geraldine

Lions Club of Hawarden Waikari

Lynnford Rural Women Branch

Mid Canterbury Vintage Machinery Club

New Brighton Working Mens Club

New Zealand Motor Caravan Association (West 
Coast Branch)

North Canterbury Federation of Women’s Institute

NZSki Ltd

Ornsby Motorcycle Training

Over Forties Tramping Club

Oxford Senior Citizens Club

Paroa Womens Institute

Pegasus Trampers

Peninsula Tramping Club

Penny Hyslop

Perpetual Guardian - Air Rescue Fund

PGG Wrightson Limited - Cash for Communities

Papanui Probus Club

Property Brokers Canterbury - Charity Golf Day

Property Brokers Hokitika Branch

Rakaia Lions Charitable Trust

Rangiora Combined Friendship Club

Rangiora High School

Rangitata Huts Good Bastards

Redwood Ladies Friendship Club

Reefton Craft Group

Rhyth-Mix Singers

Rotary Club of Cashmere

Roz Clayton

Scraps of Beauty

Sir John Hall Charitable Trust

All Australian Car Show (Timaru Holden Club and 
Timaru Falcon Fairlane Club)

South Canterbury Hunt Inc

South Peak Homes

South West Christchurch U3A

Southern Classic Commercial Truck Group

Southern Lotus Register Inc.
Taramakau Settlement Community Incorporated
The American Classic Car Club
The Book Project
The C G Tate Charitable Trust
The Cathedral Grammar School
The Greymouth Warehouse Social Club
The Haast Club
The J. I. Urquhart Family Trust
The Lake Tekapo Lions Charitable Trust
The Lonely Stag Cafe & Store
The M L Paynter Trust
The Robert & Barbara Stewart Charitable Trust
Tricroft Properties Ltd
Tuesday Trekkers
U3A Avonhead

Legacy Gifts
Estate of D. Todd
Estate of D. J. Wills
Estate of D. D. Crichton
Estate of E. P. Woodfield
Estate of G. Zampese
Estate of G. J. Blacktopp
Estate of J. I. Rare
Estate of J. Baker
Estate of L. Smith
Estate of M. C. Phillips
Estate of R. M. Chappell
Estate of R. Sterritt
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Follow us 

 	CWCairrescue 

	 cantwestpacrescuehelicopter

 	Canterbury West Coast Air Rescue Trust 

Contact us 

p  	03 358 8244 

e 	 info@airrescue.co.nz

w 	 airrescue.co.nz

Saving lives, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Thank you for  
your continued 
support, TOGETHER 
we can save lives.
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